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Statement of Common Ground 

Dover District Council and Kent County Council 

1. Overview  

1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) reflects the jointly agreed position 

between the parties, Dover District Council (DDC) and Kent County Council (KCC), 

in relation to the Dover District Local Plan (DDLP) and its evidence base, as of 

September 2023.  

1.2 The purpose of this SoCG is to demonstrate how DDC and KCC have been 

working together to identify and address outstanding matters. It sets out the areas of 

agreement on matters raised by KCC in response to the DDLP (Regulation 19 

Submission).  

1.3 The NPPF sets an expectation that Local Plans should be prepared with the 

active involvement of statutory consultees and to this end, DDC has been co-

operating with KCC throughout the preparation of the DDLP since work started in 

2017. This co-operation has been in the form of regular meetings and email 

correspondence and the sharing of draft documentation. KCC formally responded to 

the Regulation 18 draft DDLP consultation which took place between January to 

March 2021, and to the Regulation 19 Submission DDLP. A summary of activity is 

set out in the Duty-to-Cooperate Statement (GEB01). 

1.4 This Statement of Common Ground, without prejudice, relates to the 

representations made by KCC to the Regulation 19 DDLP and further submission of 

comments received following the close of the consultation. It addresses unresolved 

issues, specifically to resolve differences and arrive at an agreed position. 

2. Representations made by Kent County Council  

2.1 KCC made formal representation on the Regulation 19 Submission Dover District 

Local Plan which took place between 21 October and 9 December 2022.  

2.2 Meetings and email exchanges have taken place between DDC and several 

teams within KCC to discuss and agree the Additional Modifications (AM) to the Plan 

subsequently. If the Inspectors are supportive of the view of KCC on these matters, 

the Council would accept additional modifications and as such proposed 

modifications to text has been agreed for a number of policies, without prejudice, by 

both parties for this purpose.  

2.3 For the avoidance of doubt none of the proposed additional modifications are 

considered necessary to address soundness issues, however, provide further clarity 

and detail to the policies. 

3. Current agreed position 

Highways and Transportation 
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3.1 In relation to several representations made during the regulation 19 consultation 

in relation to Highways and Transportation which were addressed prior to 

submission, these are already set out within GEB06 Statement of Common Ground 

with National Highways and KCC Update March 2023 (doverdistrictlocalplan.co.uk). 

Any further updates on highway matters will be included within an update to that 

Statement of common Ground.  

 

Education  

3.2 KCC and DDC have worked very closely to understand how proposed housing 

developments within the draft local plan will impact upon existing education provision 

in the district and to recognise where new facilities will be required to accommodate 

pupils generated from these new dwellings. The details of this are contained within 

the Infrastructure Delivery Plan and Infrastructure Delivery Schedule (ED7 and 

ED7a). 

3.3 Specifically in relation to the requirements of the delivery of new schools, there 

are requirements within SAP1 – Whitfield Urban Expansion for additional 2/3FE 

primary provision in addition to sites already secured through Phase 1, and 

extensions to other sites across the district have been identified. In relation to 

secondary provision needs, there is an identified district need for school expansion in 

the longer term. KCC have identified a need for expansion of Sandwich Technology 

School specifically which is currently undersized. Policy SAP21 – Land adjacent to 

Sandwich Technology School safeguards land required to enable this expansion to 

take place. The remaining requirements for all education needs are outlined within 

the IDP and agreed by both parties.   

3.4 Due to the work already carried out between the two councils in provision 

planning for school places required to meet the needs of local plan growth, as 

individual planning applications concerning Local Plan Policy sites are received the 

position on education requirements are clear as they are detailed within the 

Infrastructure Delivery Plan and indicative costs are set out within the 2023 KCC 

Developer Contributions Guide.  

Other KCC Functions 

3.5 KCC and DDC have also continued to liaise on all other relevant infrastructure 

planned and provided by KCC on the production of the Infrastructure Delivery Plan 

(ED7 and ED7a). It is agreed that no critical infrastructure to meet the needs of Local 

Plan growth is required, however there are some essential district needs identified 

such as extensions to waste infrastructure. Site specific requirements have been 

identified in relation to community facilities within strategic sites of Whitfield Urban 

Expansion and Aylesham and other requirements in relation to active travel and 

PRoWs which are set out within the site-specific policies and replicated within the 

IDP. 

Agreed position on all matters 
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3.6 Table 1 below sets out all other responses received from KCC to the Regulation 

19 Local Plan. A summary of all KCC comments made during the Regulation 19 

consultation is included as well as the response from DDC and the current agreed 

position, highlighting any proposed modifications (either Additional Modifications 

proposed as part of SD06, or further modifications proposed within this statement) 

which have been agreed by both parties. 
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4. Conclusions 

4.1 It is agreed by both parties that the majority of matters raised by KCC in representations have 

been addressed through the proposed Additional Modifications (SD06), or further modifications 

agreed in this statement.  

4.2 It is agreed that both parties have worked very closely (and continue to do so) on the Dover 

District local plan and supporting Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 

4.3 The outstanding matters raised by KCC which are not agreed by DDC, (as set out in the table 

above) are summarised as follows:  

i. KCC request specific reference to National Trails to be included within Policy SP14.  

ii. KCC request references to heritage and design within Garden City Principles. 

iii. KCC request specific references to PRoW in several policies and reference to bridge 

erosion impacting on ES3 in Sandwich. 

4.4  Both parties agree that the outstanding matters above are not considered to be related to 

soundness of the Dover District Local Plan, and can be resolved by additional minor modifications, 

if considered necessary. 

4.5. It should be noted that KCC and DDC also have addressed other Local Plan issues, 

particularly in relation to Highway matters, in separate Statement of Common Grounds with other 

parties also as signatories. These should be read in conjunction with this document.  

 

5. Signatories 

 

 

 

Signed on behalf of Dover District 
Council 

 
 
Sarah Platts 
Head of Planning and Development 
11/10/2023 

Signed on behalf of Kent County Council  
 

 
 
Simon Jones 
Corporate Director, Growth, Environment and Transport  
13/10/2023 




